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Vivian   Carrell      

Importance   of   Poppies   

We   all   know   that   the   poppy   is    a   symbol   of   Veterans   Day.   We   typically   see   the   
red   poppy   more   than   any   oth er   color.   Do   any   of   us   really   know   why   the   poppy   
represents   Veterans   Day?   Well ,   it   was   inspired   by   the   poem   “In   Flanders   
Fields”.   The   poem   talks   about     these   flowers   being   the   first   to   grow   from   the   
soldiers’   graves.   Many   countr ies   have   adopted   this   flower   as   the   symbol   for   
Veterans’   remembrance.   They   wear   red   to   remember   the   dead.   However,   some   
people   believe   that   the   red   poppy   glorifies   and   promotes   war.   They   instead   
use   the   white   poppy   to   show   their   remembrance.   In   Britain,   purple   poppies   
are   worn   to   represent   animals   killed   as   a   result   of   war.   To   remember   those   we   
lost,   to   support   those   that   give   their   lives   for   our   way   of   life,   and   to   remember   
the   sacrifices   that   were   made   to   keep   us   America,   we   should   all   sport   a   poppy   this   Veterans   Day.   
https://www.easternfloral.com/blog/poppies-become-symbol-Veterans-day/#:~:text=Inspired%20by%20the%20World%20War,symbol%20of%20 
remembrance%20in%201920   
  
  

Brian   Ontiveros     
Tomb   of   the   Unknown   

  
The   Tomb   of   the   Unknown   Soldier   is   in   
Arlington,   Virginia.   Arlington   Cemetery   is   the   
most   iconic   memorial.   If   you   ever   visit   the   
Tomb   of   the   Unknown   Soldier,    the   guards   are   
very   strict   and   can   be   a   little   bit   scary.   How   
The   Tomb   of   the   Unknown   Soldier   was   
created   was   in   World   War   I,   when   there   were   
four   American   soldiers   and   one   didn’t   get   put   
in   a   grave.   There   is   another   unknown   soldier   
from   World   War   II   and   Korea.   All   of   the   soldiers   
that   were   found   were   all   unidentified.    https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Tomb-of-the-Unknown-Soldier     

  
  
  

https://www.easternfloral.com/blog/poppies-become-symbol-veterans-day/#:~:text=Inspired%20by%20the%20World%20War,symbol%20of%20remembrance%20in%201920
https://www.easternfloral.com/blog/poppies-become-symbol-veterans-day/#:~:text=Inspired%20by%20the%20World%20War,symbol%20of%20remembrance%20in%201920
https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/Explore/Tomb-of-the-Unknown-Soldier


Angelo   Valencia-Lucero     
Grandpa   Joe     

  
Grandpa   Joe   says   he   was   the   best   boxer   in   the   Army.   Legend   has   it,   he   knows   fly   fishing   more   than   his   
ABCs.   The   story   of   the   legend,   Grandpa   Joe.   My   Grandpa   Joe   is   pretty   
awesome.   He   joined   the   Army   because   of   a   false   murder   charge   he   had   
to   get   rid   of.   He   served   in   World   War   II,   loading   and   checking   planes   and   
guns.   He   found   himself   in   bars   a   lot,   fighting   people,   and   figured,   why   not   
try   boxing.   He   became   known   for   his   boxing   on   the   base   and   bars,   but   
we   do   not   talk   about   the   bars.   He   was   a   “professional”   boxer   within   the   
army.   When   he   got   out   of   the   military,   he   continued   his   boxing   career,   
but   this   time   on   people   that   he   would   get   mad   at   for   driving   wrong.   He   
met   my   grandma   when   he   was   still   in   the   military   and   had   my   mom   when   
he   got   out   of   the   military.   My   grandma   was   a   good   soul   mate   for   my   
grandpa   keeping   him   from   going   to   jail   and/or   getting   killed.   They   make   
a   good   couple.   Now   he   tells   stories   to   me   and   my   siblings.   Mostly   about   him   getting   into   trouble   and   
my   grandma   getting   him   out   of   it.     
  

Mia   Esquer-Montoya   
     Veterans   Day!   

  
Veterans   Day   is   all   about,   well,   the   veterans.   It   was   
originally   called   Armistice   Day.   It   is   a   federal   holiday   here   
in   the   United   States.   It   is   a   day   to   remember   all   of   our   
veterans   and   what   they   have   done   and   how   they   have   
served   our   country.   We   remember   the   men   and   women   we   
have   lost,   and   the   ones   that   are   still   here.   This   day   is   to   
remember   these   special   people   and   how   they   have   fought   
for   our   country.   We   honor   our   military   veterans,   the   people   
who   have   served   in   the   Armed   Forces,   including   the   ones   
that   have   been   discharged   under   conditions   other   than   
dishonorable.   Veterans   Day   is   a   very   special   day   for   our   
vets.     
  

  
Lennie   Valdez   

   Veterans   Day   Ceremony   
  

The   Veterans   Day   ceremony   is   held   every   year   on   November   11th   in   
Arlington   National   Cemetery   in   Arlington,   Virginia.    Due   to   Covid-19,   the   
veterans   have   been   deprived   of   their   celebration.   The   ceremony   is   
supposed   to   start   exactly   at   11:00   AM   and   is   intended   to   serve   as   a   thank   
you   to   all   of   the   brave   and   wonderful   people   serving   in   the   United   States   
Armed   forces.   During   the   ceremony,   they   pause   to   honor   those   who   
served   our   nation's   military.   This   is   meant   for   everyone   like   our   family   and   

friends   to   be   proud   of   the   people   in   their   family,   or   for   other   people   who   do   have   family   in   the   service   
and   this   service   is   one   small   way   of   repaying   the   debt   we   owe   our   veterans.   There   are   so   many   ways   to   
say   thank   you   to   our   veterans.   You   can   go   to   their   tomb   and   put   up   a   flag   or   flowers   or   something   to   
show   you   care   or   you   can   have   dinner,   but   anyway   you   show   will   be   just   great.     
  



  
Alex   Gonzalez   

Why   Join   the   Forces?   
  

 There   are   many   reasons   to   join   the   forces.   The   most   popular   
reason   to   join   the   forces   is   that   they   provide   job   training,   
educational   assistance,   a   steady   paycheck,   health   benefits,   and   
housing   benefits.   I   have   the   pleasure   to   work   with   a   young   man   that   
decided   to   join   the   forces,   specifically   the   national   guard.   I   asked   
him   why.   Why   did   he   join   the   forces?   He   said   “A   lot   of   my   family   was   in   
the   military   so   the   ideas   have   been   passed   down   to   me.   It   is   a   good   
way   for   people   to   get   a   head   start   in   adult   life   and   get   an   idea   of   
what   they   want   to   do   in   their   future   while   also   getting   a   chance   to   
serve   their   country   and   the   people   they   care   most   about.   There   are   
also   many   benefits   that   come.   Free   college   tuition,   GI   Bill,   VA   benefits.   
There   are   great   opportunities   to   travel   the   world   and   experience   
di�erent   cultures   while   also   pushing   your   mental   and   physical   limits   
to   the   test”.   I   hope   we   can   get   more   young   men   and   women   to   fight   
for   our   country!     

  
  

Lalo   Ambriz   
  What   is   Veterans   Day?   

  
Every   year,   on   November   11,   we   all   celebrate   Veterans   Day.   What   
exactly   is   Veterans   Day   you   may   ask,   well   Veterans   Day   is   a   day   
where   we   all   give   thanks   to   those   who   are   in   the   services   or   to   
those   who   were   in   the   services   a   while   back.   Veterans   Day   became   
a   thing   back   in   1954.   When   the   bill   was   passed   by   the   U.S.   Congress,   
Veterans   Day   became   what   we   know   it   as   today.   Why   did   they   

choose   it   to   be   on   November   11?   Why   
didn’t   they   make   it   on   another   date   
like   February   6th?   Well,   it   happens   to   
be   because,   back   many   many   years   
ago,   the   Great   War,   ended   on   the   11th   
hour   on   the   11th   day   of   the   11h   month.   
If   you   got   confused   right   there   by   what   I   said,   Read   it   again,   remember   
those   words   for   when   someone   asks   that   question,   you   can   tell   them   
exactly   why   they   proclaimed   Veterans   Day   on   November   11th.   So   this   
Wednesday   on   November   11th,   2020,   remember   and   thank   all   of   those   who   
are   or   were   in   the   service.   



  
  
  
  

Piper   Grissom   
  

Gus   Grissom   
Lots   of   us   have   had   family   who   are   veterans   and   have   served   
our   country.   I   happen   to   know   of   one   of   my   relatives   a   while   
back   who   served   in   World   War   ll,   the   Korean   War,   and   worked   
for   NASA.   His   name   was   Virgil   Ivan   ‘Gus’   Grissom,   but   he   went   
by   Gus   most   of   the   time.   When   the   Second   World   War   started,   
he   was   still   in   high   school   but   was   eager   to   join   after   
graduation.   He   enlisted   as   an   aviation   cadet   during   his   senior   
year.   He   was   stationed   in   Brooks   Field   in   San   Antonio,   Texas.   In   
1945,   he   was   put   in   the   Boca   Raton   Army   Airfield   in   Florida.   
Even   though   he   wanted   to   be   a   pilot   before   he   was   
discharged,   in   1945   he   was   a   clerk.   He   re-enlisted   after   he   
graduated   Purdue   and   was   accepted   into   the   Air   Cadet   Basic   Training   Program   at   

Randolph   Air   Force   Base   in   Universal   City,   Texas.   He   flew   as   an   F-86   Sabre   
replacement   pilot   and   then   was   reassigned   to   the   334th   Fighter   Squadron   

of   the   4th   Fighter-Interceptor   Wing   stationed   at   Kimpo   
Air   Base.   He   flew   100   combat   missions   during   his   six   
months   of   service   in   the   war.   During   his   span   at   NASA,   he   
was   in   Project   Mercury,   Project   Gemini,   and   the   Apollo   
Program   or   “Apollo   1”.   He   died   in   a   fire   when   the   Command   
Interior   of   Apollo   1   caught   fire   and   burned   during   a   
pre-launch   test   on   “Launch   Pad   34   at   Cape   Kennedy”   on   
January   27,   1967.   Along   with   him   died   Roger   B.   Cha�ee   and   
Ed   White.   He   had   won   a   total   of   about   14   honors   and   awards   in   his   lifetime.   In   Spring   
Mill   State   Park   there   is   the   Virgil   I.   Gus   Grissom   Memorial   Museum.   It   was   dedicated   

in   July   1971,   10   years   after   his   first   flight,   and   four   years   after   his   death.   Who   knew   how   small   this   world   
truly   is.   
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gus_Grissom#World_War_II_military_service   
Current   Events   
—————————————————   

● Sierra   Grande   vs   Mountain   Valley   (home   in   

Sangre)   11/14/2020   @1:00   

● School   this   Friday   

● Open   gym   Tuesday   -   Thursday   5:30-7:00   

● The   girls   basketball   team   is   selling   fruit   for  

a   fundraiser.   If   you   are   interested,   please   get   

ahold   of   a   team   member   or   coach   by   

Nov.16th     

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gus_Grissom#World_War_II_military_service


  
  

A   SPECIAL   THANK   YOU   
  

WE   HAVE   TWO   STAFF   MEMBERS   WHO   HAVE   SERVED   IN   
THE   ARMED   FORCES.    MR.   ROBERT   TAYLOR    AND    MR.   BEN   

SANDY .   WE   WOULD   LIKE   TO   RECOGNIZE   THEM   AND   
THANK   THEM   FOR   THEIR   SERVICE.   HAPPY   VETERANS   
DAY   TO   THEM   AND   ALL   VETERANS!   
  
  
  

  


