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SIERRA GRANDE SCHOOL DISTRICT R-30 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2020 
  7:00 P.M. 

 
 

Minutes 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
President Wendy Fischer called the regular meeting of Sierra Grande School District Board of 
Education to order at 7:06 p.m. via Zoom. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Mrs. Wendy Fischer led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
   
3. ROLL CALL 
 
The following members were present: Mrs. Wendy Fischer, Mrs. Castorina Gilmartin, Mrs. 
Katherine Lancaster, and Mr. Walter Roybal.  Mrs. Esmeralda Martinez was not present and 
excused from the meeting.  Also present were Mr. Darren Edgar, Superintendent, Mr. Brandon 
Mizokami, MS/HS Principal, and Mr. Manuel Montano, Elementary Principal. 
 
4. ADDITIONS TO THE MAILED AGENDA 
 
There were no additions to the mailed agenda. 
 
5. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Mr. Roybal moved to approve the mailed agenda as presented with no additions. Mrs. Gilmartin 
seconded the motion. Members voting: Mrs. Fischer, aye; Mrs. Gilmartin, aye; Mrs. Lancaster, 
aye; Mrs. Martinez, (absent-excused); Mr. Roybal, aye. The motion carried. 
 
6. PARENT/CITIZEN COMMENT 
 
Mrs. Mirella Molina Gonzales addressed the board and administration.  She asked if students in 
grades K-5 are having their temperatures taken before entering the building, like students in the 
preschool. Mr. Montano reminded her that parents are to do a temperature and health screening 
of their child before coming to school. He also mentioned, the school purchased digital 
thermometers that were handed out to parents before school started. If the child is running a 
temperature or have symptoms, are to stay home and not come to school. Mr. Montano also 
stated in the prekindergarten, there is the corridor to allow the temperature checks and 
screening of the students away from the weather elements of the cold. However, in the K-12 
school there is not a place to protect the students from the weather elements and the cold in the 
mornings. The school does rely on the parents to do the screening at home, but did ensured the 
parent there are visual checks being done when students are going into the building at the 
various entries. Mr. Montano did state he would send out another reminder to parents to screen 
their child at home before coming to school. 
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Mrs. Meredith McCarn also addressed the board and administration with a question.  She 
inquired as to why preschool students attended school during the same time that elementary 
grades K-5th were transitioned to remote learning.  Mr. Montano stated that contact tracings 
were established and used to determine the extent of exposure and it confirmed there were no 
first-hand contacts made with anyone in the preschool classrooms.    
 
7. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 A. Administration Report 

• Owner’s Representative Standing Report  
 
Mr. Fiamengo 
 
Presented briefly on the progress of the new school and reviewed the project activity summary 
report as well as the master budget, including pending change orders.  
 
Presented on the construction progress over the last month including the framing of interior walls, 
mechanical, electrical and plumbing, slab prep for the auxiliary gym as well as setting the roof pads 
and some steel erection that will take place the next 30 days.  
 
Presented that the CTE building construction is on schedule and we will start to see the metal going 
up over the next 30 days.    
 
Presented on the FF&E Interviews that took place on December 9th including interviews with four 
different firms. The selection committee narrowed down the choice to two firms and awarded Office 
Scapes the FF&E contract for services.  
 
Mr. Edgar 
 
Reported – Costilla County moved from level orange to level red due to the influx in incidents that 
happened over the course of the last week or two.  There would be a determination later if the 
county will move back to the orange level after the two weeks on level red. Moving to the level red 
did not change the onsite instruction for students.  
 
Reported - nine staff members are currently quarantined, and because of the shortage of substitutes 
in the elementary grades, K-5 moved to remote leaning for the week. Trying to maintain the level of 
cohorts with limited staff has been a challenge with some staff working in multiple positions. 
 
Reported - based on teacher feedback, and discussions between board and administration, it has 
been determined that students will attend school in person on January 5th.  Students with 
predetermined health conditions or under quarantine will still receive remote instruction.  
 
Reported – that December is an important financial month for school districts with annual actions 
that take place including the mill levy certification and annual financial audit.  
 
Reported – updated the board on the Rise Grant, which Sierra Grande School is in partnership with 
Adams State University and Boys & Girls Club and six other schools in the valley.  We are 
competing for the grant and we should have news by the first week in January on whether we will 
receive the grant.  
 
Reported – he was thankful for the board members for their support and recognizes their work and 
the work of all staff in managing the challenges of 2020.     
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Mr. Mizokami 
 
Reported – he held a meeting about graduation with the seniors, informed them about graduation, 
and is pleased that all seniors are on track to graduate.  
 
Reported – Mrs. Gile set up SAT testing last week and there were 10 seniors signed up to take the 
test and all 10 seniors attended. There were seniors from other schools that also attended for the 
testing.  
 
Reported – Ms. Bush will be delivering the Care & Share Backpacks with food to students in need. 
The food is non-perishable.  
 
Reported – NHS students completed the Angel Tree Drive, donations from staff, and community will 
be handing out those gifts tomorrow. NHS is also looking at setting up a blood drive the week of April 
19, 2021 if the COVID Virus gets better and permitted by Public Health.    
 
Reported - student council delivered forty goodie bags to the construction workers last Monday.  
 
Reported – gave the board an update from CHSAA on the winter high school sports schedules.  
 
Mr. Montano 
 
Reported – thanked the elementary teachers for the challenges faced for the first semester and 
making it as much of a great year as possible for students and parents.  
 
Reported – the annual science fair, which scheduled for this week, was postponed due to the 
elementary school going remote.  It will be rescheduled and more information will be shared at a 
later date. He thanked Ms. Ortiz and Mrs. Fischer for all of their hard work with the science fair 
students.  
 
Reported – the professional development required of teachers in grades K-3 to meet the READ Act 
requirements has been postponed to January 2022.  
 
Reported – the preschool teachers set up virtual tours of their classrooms for parents to see the 
work the students have done, parents were pleased. Mrs. Cepeda and Mrs. Salazar also did a virtual 
Christmas program with their students.  
 
Reported – Mrs. Jimenez will be retiring at the end of this year and will teach one more year.  She 
has been a great mentor, with a great deal of expertise, and a wonderful asset to our district and she 
is going to be greatly missed when the time comes.       
 
 B. Board Report 
 
Mrs. Fischer 
 
Stated – she wanted to thank all of the teachers who have been working hard this past semester 
with all of the challenges. She also stated that she agrees Mrs. Jimenez has been a great asset to 
the school district and she will be dearly missed.  
 
Stated – she was very excited for all of the hard work of the fourth and fifth graders with their science 
fair projects.  She also mentioned, the school district is postponing the science fair judging until after 
winter break which will allow more time for students to prepare speaking in front of others.   
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Mr. Roybal 
 
Stated – he wanted to echo the sentiment regarding Mrs. Jimenez being a huge asset to the school 
district and appreciates her years of service and dedication to the district.  
 
Stated – his appreciation and thanks to teachers and administration in overcoming the many 
challenges of 2020.  
  
Stated – he was proud of the way our students have taken the responsibility of wearing masks at 
games and in the community to keep everyone safe. Thanked everyone for all of the efforts to 
support and keep families safe and moving forward in the community.  
 
8. ACTION ITEMS 
 A. Minutes:  November 11, 2020  
 
Mr. Roybal moved to approve the November 11, 2020 Regular Board Meeting Minutes. Mrs. 
Gilmartin seconded the motion. Members voting: Mrs. Fischer, aye; Mrs. Gilmartin, aye; Mrs. 
Lancaster, aye; Mrs. Martinez, (absent-excused); Mr. Roybal, aye. The motion carried.   
 
 B. Finance:  1) General/Activity/Grants/Lunch Fund 
 

         Bills to be paid: General- $137,651.23 / Preschool - $8,506.76 / Food Service - $18,920.58 /    
Building - $1,712.50.  
 
Mr. Roybal moved to approve the payment of all bills as presented in the General, Activity, Grants, 
and Lunch Fund. Mrs. Lancaster seconded the motion. Members voting: Mrs. Fischer, aye; Mrs. 
Gilmartin, aye; Mrs. Lancaster, aye; Mrs. Martinez, (absent-excused); Mr. Roybal, aye. The motion 
carried. 
    2) Capital Improvements: School Project Funding Requests Draw # 13 
 
Bills to be paid: CTL Thompson - $8,151.00 / Cunningham Group Architecture, Inc. - $52,486.32 / 
Colorado Division of Fire Prevention & Control (direct pay) - $968.19 / Diversified Consulting 
Solutions - $17,527.00 / - Element Water Consulting - $382.50 / Farnsworth Group Inc. - $3,240.00 / 
FCI Contractors Inc. - $1,680,277.27 - Total: $1,762,064.59. 
 
Mr. Roybal moved to approve the payment of all bills as presented in the Capital Improvements: 
School Project Funding Requests. Mrs. Lancaster seconded the motion. Members voting: Mrs. 
Fischer, aye; Mrs. Gilmartin, aye; Mrs. Lancaster, aye; Mrs. Martinez, (absent-excused); Mr. Roybal, 
aye. The motion carried. 
 
    3) Ratification of 2020 Mill Levy Certifications  
 
Mr. Roybal moved to approve the Ratification of 2020 Mill Levy Certifications. Mrs. Gilmartin 
seconded the motion. Members voting: Mrs. Fischer, aye; Mrs. Gilmartin, aye; Mrs. Lancaster, aye; 
Mrs. Martinez, (absent-excused); Mr. Roybal, aye. The motion carried. 
                        
                                                                               

C.    Sale of 2002 Modular Home 
 

Mr. Roybal moved to the Sale of 2002 Modular Home to Mr. Ron Garcia for $50,000.00 
contingent upon verification of funds. In the event the funds are not verifiable, the second bid 
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would go the Mr. Jesus Cepeda for $33,500.00; those funds will also need to be verifiable. Mrs. 
Gilmartin seconded the motion. Members voting: Mrs. Fischer, aye; Mrs. Gilmartin, aye; Mrs. 
Lancaster, aye; Mrs. Martinez, (absent-excused); Mr. Roybal, aye. The motion carried. 

 
D. Policy Updates:  3rd Reading:   IKF-2, Graduation Requirements   

 
Mr. Roybal moved to table the 3rd Reading: Graduation Requirements. Mrs. Lancaster 
seconded the motion. Members voting: Mrs. Fischer, aye; Mrs. Gilmartin, aye; Mrs. Lancaster, 
aye; Mrs. Martinez, (absent-excused); Mr. Roybal, aye. The motion carried. 

 
9. ADJOURN 
         A.      Schedule Next Meeting 
 
The next regular Board of Education Meeting scheduled for Wednesday, December 
23rd, at 4:00 p.m. via Zoom. 
 
There being no further business before the Board of Education, Mrs. Fischer adjourned 
the meeting at 8:27 p.m. via Zoom. 
 
 
___________________________  _________________________ 
Wendy Fischer, President              Board Member 
 
 
Transcribed by: DeAnn Arellano 
 


